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ELIX saw her first at early
rode at furious gallop up the Bayon road. He

drew aside, not because there was lack of gpace

morning as she

for both, bat from quick admiration and the
vement of the gr

flaintily poised figure She had her mount well
The boy had a vision

wish to follow every u aceful,

n

hand and swept by at top speed

of flushed cheek and parted lips, a sidelong Oash of
eve, and she was gone,
Yet not 1. A glik searf that had added a last

plquant touch to the picture fluttered from her shoul
ders to the ground a second Iater. She did nat notice
With a shout Felix dug his spurs and dashed after her,
stooping from his saddle In full eareer and catching
up the searf neatly. She bhad drawn rein at his ery
and was waiting for himn when he cantered up with
his prize. Gallantly, with the ease and grace of his
Spanish blood, he threw his mustang back to a sudden
sred the scarf

halt before her, removed his hat and off
She thanked him and accepted it, smiling without em-
barrassment, wheeled her horse defily and was off
again, He siayed to wateh as long as she was In sight
He was on the road next morning, and at the same
He salated and she acknowl-
edged his greeting with a pleasant nod. So it was the
Finally there was a morning

hour she passed agair

pest day, and the next,
when she came at a walk and he ventured fo speak
thmidly Slhie was a little startled, but they rode on
together for half a mile. Acquaintance was made,
Felix held ldmself well named

He called her the mignonette givl, for no particular
reason except that he could compare her with nothing
for charmy and daintiness save the scent of the little
flower She was voery young, not more than seven-
1 he thonght: but he found her free from awkward
Wectation Never hiad the darker, richer
beanty of his own vace thrilled him as did this frank,
bine eyed, supple wristed equestrienne e eame to

nesE ol

an nnd ended with the few

think that {1 day
mioments e was with her along the Bayou road, or
her part she was reserved, yet took open pleasure in
hix compuny

So their romanee Lhad its growlh Inp sweet morning
alrs under the arch of the rising sun. They came, met
and parted like the figures in some qguaint idy! of an
older century,  He kuew her only as Evelyn Courcey,
She tald him little of her home life He was conient

not to e t ' daliy rendezyvous on the road was

enonigh ror thew both as vet

The «ider Lhrather of Felix., Michael de Armas, was

A nbtary sl attorney in high esteem with the French
and Spanish population of New Orleans Member of a
family thart could teace a distinguished line through
early settlers bhack 1o 1) Cnst . nobility., he had
yielded nothing hlis or way of life to the newer
eivilization of 1 i He knew litle English,
read note at all, iy d only with his old friends and

sought rather pathetically to keep all else at a dls

tance Yet there was o his attiiude vo resentment

agalost the changes he saw about him He was a

mild man, even tempered quiet wffensive. If Le

did not understand more wodern thought and methods

It was merely becanse they did not interest him. He
prospered among those who had know him and 4id
not look bevond

He found no fanlt with | X t y Lool
kindly to the strauge, f b, » u le th had
EwWel upon the clty fre hward Perhaps
he saw that while he hi mild well end | ife
as one almost forelgn to the country yvounger Ly
Arnias must grow up an American

Fought Too Well,
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HE BENT FORWARD FROM HIS SADDLE

pomponsness and absurdity that would obtain under
a benighted despotism. His clients have sacrified
what littie hope they might have had In choosing so
utterly worthless a representative.”

The young man read this Insolent attack with rage
and horror. The cold blooded wantouness and delib
erite falschood of the thing were stupefying. That one
should call his brother
most honorable of men

the gentlest, most courteous,
a shyster, an unclean bird,
And yet here it was In prim paper
and type for all to read. He knew the explanation.

was unthinkahle,

Ihe counter elaimants had enlisted Jackson and had

Indueed him to cast vile aspersions upon the char

weter of the elder De Armas 1o the hope that he would
be withdrawn from the case by his clients, Bat ti
recklessness, the eruelty, the maliclonsness of a u )

who could put such libels Into circulation eon

procesd from personal venom and a talnte it
Leter
I d nothing of £ i y Micl who
[ w, eould it 1 the slander for him
solf He gave specific Instranctions to the aged houss
wild any of th friends o; they min
caref y warbed again umunicating the ter
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1. He was admitted
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THE BAYOU

(A TRUE STORY)

AND PRESSED THE HAND, GLOVED

sooner (he belter, you Impudent whelp.
your whole tribe if you like.”

Jd'elix was not sure that he wonld be able to get
away from the place without attempting bodily harm
upon the man if he remained to hear more, He re-
ceived Jackson's words with a gesture of scorn and
contempt

Bring on

“A friend of mine will eall to inake the arrange-
ments wurmured, and left the
office

Felix sought out Pierre Levols to act for him as
second, a man skilled in the procedure of the duello
and the survivor of many meetiugs on the field of

Immediately,” he

T M I IS LI VA BT
THE COMMON SEWING NEEDLE.

1 so aceustomed to seelng the little steel

in everyday use that we ac-

cept ity presence as a matier of course, qulte

as It grew on a tree like an apple
It trne that needles have always been
used, but not always in their present form. To times

nals were worn for clothing the

needle ¥ le of fish e, bone or Ivery, without
1 Wl of goodly size and strength, in order to

!
Since the 1 part of the fourtecnih century steel
ecodles hav wad \ ws are the kinds and

es which are now required for everyday use by a
world of people for sewlng by hand, by machine,
for packing, upholstery and leather work, wonderful
and mwany others

eed for sur L Purposc

"1 ) ) usged o the manufacture of the needle

f o wire, which Is supplied in colls
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THOUGH IT WAS, TO HIS LIPS.

honor. Levols bad seen the slanderous article in
Jackson's paper and uuder ook to make terms that
would mean the chance of sure satisfoction,

“If he attempts to take advantage of you or seeks
to evade the proper degree of risk I will strike him
and make him challenge me myself,” fumed Levois,
departing on his errand. He returned some hours
later to report the agreement. The combatants were
to meet as soon as might be after dawn the next day,
with pistols, at ten paces. Felix was well content.
He was no stranger to the use of firearms and t(he
distance would at least make it probable that one or
both of the participants would suffer severely.

The edge of his anger dulled by the prospect of
settling the Injury placed upon his beloved brother,
Felix turned his thoughts to What
would the mignonette girl think of him? On the mor
row he would be absent frowm their tryst for the first

other matters

time stnce he had met her. At the very moment when
she awalted him on the road he would be in peril of
his life, secking that of another. The chances were
at best even that he would never canter by her side
along that road. He would have wished to send her
fallure to be nt

the place, but he did not know where she lived, He

Some message, some excuse for his

regretied the obsession of happlness that had held
him so closely to the charm and mystery of thelr
brief m i

But there was vo way to reach

He must appear rvecreant uutil elth by Lls own
word or through (he news of his death sbe shonld

know that he had not forgotten,

Off to the Duel.

It had scarcely lightened in the east next mornlng
when Fellx aroused himself from a restful sleep and
Joined Levols on horse at the corner of the street A\
fleld near th

scene of the duel It was well shielded from obser-

army barracks had beeu chiosen for the

vation by trees and bedges that offered further pro-
tection from the rising sun. They were first on the
thought to give his young priu
cipal some last lustructions and advle He found,
however, that Felix bad eutered Into th srange

ithy of the tron perved duellist in which

of mind and perfeet luflexibility of mus

best 6L a wan for the menta! and physical strain
ouraged, The

boy would do well, he felt He refralned from |

inba Levols was su o sodd nnd «

I+ with the coulvol that bis principal had drawn
it hlo and

N prefiminary axuring of the di 1HCE

eft bLim mding alope while b

Jach 1 appeared sot minutes Iater with his se

vham Levols amd Felix recognlzed ¢ gt

ie opponents of s brother hu the land sults I"he

editor 1 ipright form was tightly buttoned in a

Close Nlling coat, his face was set and wenacing

Fhere was mor N 8 v 2 f truth In the report

that Lie preg ed blsell for vnbat as a wummer for

et With deliberale eye to unsettiing b ad
I'sary con g Ly direful mien LY oF

PR TN Levols knew Jackson’s reputation awd

Wwied as e suw his shallow preparation. 1t would

DAYEe DO ore tmpressiop thau a besthen amu upon

the state of wind with which Fellx bad bedged blm
lacksou had broug h own due lpg pistols and
ained al his end of the ground v dread and
thregtening pose, while be seut bis second forward (v
offer Fellx the cholee Lhe boy allowed lLevols to

make the selection and took the wenpon after It was
onded witheut Feuwoving his sterh gazd froin  Uis
enemy Slowly he moved forward o the spot that

Lavols lndicated. Jacksou alse advaneod ihe twe
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faced ench ether at ten pacex, pletol arms lowered and
eyves fixed,

“Are yon ready, gentlemen?" asked Jackson's
second

“Ready.” they replied,

s

Flre!  One”

Fhe shots rang out at the same fraction of a soe
wd, The bursting cloud of smoke hid each from the
elix retained bis position.  Jacl

hatd grazed his temple, shearing a lock of

uther for a spact
son's hullet
halr in passage As the intervening air cleared o
boy saw that his own alm had been better. Jac \
bad fallen forward; the two seconds were ru
toward him A moment later they turned hin
He was dead, instantly kiled The ballet o

oppenent’s weapon had struck him In the or '
the forehead

Felix was hard! wnscions that | hnd taks >
fn what had passed when he eawe to himself a
ment later. Tt was as If he had waked from o 218

dream to fad It reality IHis youth and fnexw

in affairs of death might have made that w
painful, but he felt no emotion other than vell
he had vindicated his brother and cleared tl

naime Under the acecepted view of the tin
valilng traditions of rvight and wrong., he had
\

w honorable gentleman Levols led him {

tield triumphantly,
Hoping There Is Time.

Out on the highway again Felix looked toward tha

east with sudiden Interest It was late, but t o

*h the rendezvous If he rode

might yet Le time
swiftly. He parted hurriedly from bis surprised s

ond and with whip and spur dashed upon a cir
He found t

mignonette girl viding slowly toward the city. She

pitous route townrd the Bayou read

watched his headlong approach with the smlle that
he had come to look upon as holding all of light avd
hope for him,

“Comne, Master Chevalier,” she sald as he drew up,
“is this your bour for early riding?
vour adwiration for the first flush of dawn that [
have heard you rant so nobly of 7"

“What wmatter? he vezponded, bowing, hat In haod
“If the sun will stand still apon the road and walt
for me I lose nothing.”

Where now s

“At least your tongue is not tardy,” she retorted

She turned back and they rode on together. In
reaction fMrow the sombre business of the preceding
hour Felix threw. himself with an ardor be had
pever before ventured toward his goal He was
tender, brilliant, devoted, balting not at all for her
mockery, but pressing to the declaration he was de-
termined to wmake ere they parted that day She
ched her face aglow with napg <8
and merritpent, time after thime, but he wonld not be

ked him neatly,
denled. He caught a softer depth In her glance and
returved to the attack with preselent Inglstence. e
wonld win the mignonette girl now, bringing thelr
idyl to its flower on the spot where first it had sprung
to life.

In throwing out the parallels of his Iny ment he
asked that he might know where her home w r
something of her family, She fenced with
for some minutes, but fually capitulaied wiih a ?
sigh

“I cannot laugh with you iu thi Felix.”

“Had I father, wmother or brothers 1 wight
them But 1 Lave none of these,”

“Al least then you have some protecior? :
In astonishment Is it some more distant 1

She shook bher head

“But there wust be sowme one,'

“Yes, there Is one Aund he is very dear to u [
was adopted when T was a obild, Fehix, So far as a
wan may be a father and still no father he ba eh

that to me. I wish that you might kpow bim." she
added, turnlng Impulsively to her companion

I have every reason to believe that | shall know
"answered Feils comiplacent]y “If he bas en
to you he shall also be my Cuther, for |l e
What his nawe?
“He 1s Hamlio Jackson, the editor,”
She did oot potice his sllence notil some w s
when she turned to him with questio
look sie saw upop his face frighteped her as vol ~
| hand ever seen befors
Pelix,” she cried fo terror, “what Is wrong ¥’
His volee sounded far away to his own ears e
vered afier & pause with an effort of which be
hid tot thought hlmself capnbile
It s notidug—a passing weakuess It will leave
i ) oment
aiched hlm, while eyed, and ber agitation gave
1 the rength he needed lu a tash it can
u tl the bour was his and hers I heir id) '

crushed with iis blossom still unfolded, but notl

shiould keep fromm hiw or blur the wemory of this
Ie He would have the fengrance at least
Wenderiog at hlmself, be wade some sally pres

md calmed her, Ounce w
He renewed
! woulng where he had left I, carrylug no furib
rwitkd the end he had planued, but taklug Lhe »a
Agulp shie was ou her guard

ently and v a moment
ks lnugh rang out along 1he layou road

AT raent o
and agalu they played the gawe of the ages, man apd
i id

Lbhey veached the polut where shie had always part
wl from him It she
tUon that be bad drawn back from the purpose be met
her with that day she gave no sigu as she bheld oul
ber gloved Lsea swillng. He could aot be banal, be
There was notblog be might say
Yél one thing he did. He bent [or
ward from his saddle and pressed the band, gloved
Then v swept off his bat
wod drew bis wustang aslde,

“Goodby,"” she erled gayly.

“AAd " he suswared

koew with the woman's luinl-

conld uot be mauly,
to prepare her,

hough It was, to bis lips




